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Abstract:

Quranic verses are divided into two types: Muhkam and Mutashabih.
Muhkam verses are those whose meanings are clear and understandable,
while Mutashabih verses, also known as complexities of the Quran, are those
whose interpretation is difficult due to some linguistic or semantic
complexity. Early and later Muslim exegetes have expressed their own
opinions on the problems of the Quran according to their own
understanding. If a Quranic verse is ambiguous, in addition to early and
later exegetes, Orientalists have also offered their own interpretations
according to their own understanding. Some have given opinions in a
neutral way, while others have demonstrated prejudice and built a house of
conjectures on baseless assumptions. Since the beginning of the Orientalist
movement, Christian and Jewish Orientalists have made various objections
to the Quran after studying the Quran. Orientalists have objected to the
Quran in various ways, including contradictions in Quranic verses,
abrogation, precedence and delay, strange words, and differences in
recitation. They have also discussed the Arabic language of the Quran, its
compilation and editing, the order of Quranic surahs, differences in
recitation, logical connections between verses, and contradictory verses. In
the research under discussion, a critical review of the objections of
Orientalists to abrogation, which is one of the various research of the
problems of the Quran, has been taken.

Keywords: Abrogation, Muhkam, Mutashabih, Quran’s complexities,
Orientalist
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On the basis of this resemblance Néldeke considered the theory of naskh in
Islam to have originated from the Christian idea. He says, "That one
revelation is abrogated by another is such an unprecedented (unerhdrter)
notion that it could not very well have been invented by Muhammad.
Somewhat similar appears to me the Christian idea of the abrogation through
the Gospel .13
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The viewpoint of both parties are basically different the contrast between

them is perhaps as taking as the word abrogation and chronic text of the
corresponding Arabic word Naskh.8
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This strange story found its place in the early biographies of the Prophet. It
is reported that the Prophet once desired that some revelation might come
down to remove the odium of the unbelievers towards Islam. Meanwhile
Surat al-Najm was revealed to him. He recited it in a big assembly of the
unbelievers. During the course of his recitation Satan is said to have made
him pronounce the following words: "Verily they (idols) are the exalted
maidens (gharania) and their intercession is to be hoped for.
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There could be no access to the knowledge of any Qur'an ruling, any more
than to a Sunna ruling, if the wording had been suppressed. But we noted
that the Qur'an, unlike the Sunna, is both document and source. This alerts
us to the suspicion that the formula really refers to the allegation that
omission from the Qur'an has occurred. Certain materials, originally part of

the revelation, have apparently been omitted from the collected texts™.
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"Another difficulty presented by Quran is the fact that Mohammad
sometimes revoked whole verses and declared them to be abrogated."?
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"He seems to adopt what suits his own purposes at the moment and to pass

by what does not suit them; when he has attained some immediate object he
drops what he had previously adopted." %
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"Naskh involves only commands which on first institution could have been
declared temporary and are such as are indiffirently capable of being
regulated or of being irregulated. Excluded therefore, are the central tenets
of the faith, but also all regulations of the Quran expressly stated to be
temporary.'?*
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"The discrepency between the two sets of verses indicates that different
situation call for different regulations. This is an instance of naskh in the
Quran. Chronology is the key to the resolution of the difference since a
divine book cannot contain contradiction”?
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