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Abstract

Muslims from the very beginning of Islam have paid attention to
the religious literature of other religions. The Holy Quran has discussed the
other religions with a special focus on ahl i Kitab (the People of the Book)
i.e., Jews and Christian, Shibah ahl i Kitab (the Dubious People of the
Book) like Sabin (Sabeans) and Majus (Zoroastrians) and non-revealed
religions like Muskrikin i Arab (the Arab Pagans). Hadith and Muslim
scholarship have extensively authored about other religions. The objective
of the Islamic study of other religions is to prove that Islam is the only
revealed religion meant for human success in the here and salvation in the
hereafter as well as to criticize false beliefs and practices of other religions.
However, this study has mostly been done under the title of ilm al Kim
(Muslim Dialectical Theology). The famous branch of study that emerged
in Europe with the title of ‘Comparative Religions’ also deals with
religions. However, the objective behind the study is entirely different from
the Islamic study of religions. It is not to prove some religions true and
others false but to read them with a social paradigm and to get knowledge
about the beliefs, religious customs, morals and religious life of the
followers. The research method of the article is qualitative and
comparative, so the article aims at distinguishing between the concepts,
objectives, principles and methods of Muslim Study of religions and
Western Comparative Religion being two opposite branches of knowledge.
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There were a number of Muslim writers of the period [of Middle
Ages] whose works deserve to be mentioned. They attempted to describe
or otherwise confront those religions to which Islam was opposed...The
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honor of writing the first history of religion, in world literature, seems in
fact to belong to the Muslim, Shahrastani (d.1153) whose “Religious
Parties and Schools of Philosophy” describes and systematizes all the
religions of the then-known world, as far as the boundaries of China. This
outstanding work far outstrips anything which Christian writers were not
capable of producing at the same period" °
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"Islamic theology had been an impact on Western Christianity,
notably upon medieval Scholastic philosophy, in which the values of both
reason and revelation were maintained. Muslim knowledge of other
religions was more advanced than European knowledge". ’

5 Ghulam Haider Aasi, Muslim Contribution to the History of Religions, A study of Ibn
Hazm’s Kitab al Fasl fi al-Milal wa al-Ahwa wa al-Nihal, (Pakistan: Islamic Research
Institute, Second Edition, 2004) 412.
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"Smart, N. and Segal,. Robert. "Study of Religion." Encyclopedia Britannica, The New
Encyclopaedia Britannica (Micropaedia), (S.V.: Study of Religion) (USA: Encyclopaedia
Britannica, Inc, 15" Edition, 2005)
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“Quite often the major underlying motive to know about other
religions was to demonstrate that they were flawed and that Islam was
superior to all of them. It is remarkable, however, that despite this motive,
the Muslim scholars concerned with studying religions exhibited two
characteristics. First, they engaged in assiduously collecting facts about

other religions. Second, they honestly stated the facts at which they had

arrived. They doubtlessly refuted the doctrines of other religious traditions,

but they were not wont to distort their doctrines or history”. 14
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24 “The term Comparative Religion, a shortened form of the comparative study of religion
(or religions), became current in the late nineteenth century as a synonym for the Science
of religion ... as originally conceived, it centered on the application of the comparative (or
scientific) method to the data provided by the religions of the world, past and present. This
involved the assignment to each of a place within a scheme of progress, development, or
evolution and assessment of their values”. (Eric J. Sharpe, Encyclopedia of Religion,
Mircea Eliade (Editor), (S.V.: Comparative Religion), (USA: Macmillan Publishing
Company, 1986 AD) 3/578)

25paul Gwynne, World Religions in Practice: A Comparative Introduction (UK:
Blackwell Publishing, 2009) 1-2.
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